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sister, in that; but it was a case, I confess, I do not know what I should have done in it; I would not have bore it then.
Wid. That had been very disobliging. Eld. Sist. I would have obliged him to have fore-borne his little idolatrous tricks then, and used them on other occasions.
Wid. That had been to desire him not to be a Roman catholic: why, in foreign countries that are popish, as I understand, they never go by a cross, whether it be on the road, or on any building, but what they pull off their hats.
Fa. So they do, my dear, and often kneel down, though it be in the dirt, and say over their prayers.
Wid. It is impossible to tell you how many attacks I had of that kind when I wore this jewel.
Fa. I do not doubt of it; especially if he brought any strangers into the room : how did you do, child, when the Venetian ambassador dined at your house? had you it on then ?
Wid. Yes, sir, my spouse desired me to put it on,, and I could not well deny him: but I did not know how to behave; for the ambassador and all his retinue paid so many bows and homages to me, or to the cross, that I scarce knew what to do with myself, nor was I able to distinguish their good manners from their religion; and it was well I did not then understand Italian, for, as my dear told me afterwards, they said a great many religious things that would have given me offence.
Fa. Those things are so frequent in Italy, that the protestant ladies take no notice of them, and yet they all wear crosses, but sometimes put them out of sight.
Wid. I did so afterwards; I lengthened the string it hung to, that it might hang a little lower ; but it was too big; if it went within my stays it would hurt